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UNCLAS IAEA VIENNA 8109 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG OCON IAEA 

SUBJECT: IAEA GENERAL CONFERENCE: REVISION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE 
REF: IAEA VIENNA A-357 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL COMMITTEE OF GENERAL CONFERENCE 
MET MORNING OF SEPT. 18. AND IN 90-MINUTE SESSION APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY US DRAFTED RESOLUTION (GC XVIII/535), CO-SPONSORED 
BY 12 COUNTRIES, ADOPTING CHANGES IN GC RULES OF PROCEDURE 
CONTAINED IN DG MEMORANDUM (GC XVIII/530). 

2. ACTION BY COMMITTEE IN DEALING WITH THIS AGENDA ITEM 
CONTRASTED SHARPLY WITH LAST YEAR'S FIASCO IN WHICH DEBATE 
ON RULES CHANGES DEGENERATED INTO LEGALISTIC NITPICKING WHICH 
DRAGGED ON FOR FIVE SESSIONS AND RESULTED ONLY IN REFERRAL 

OF MATTERS TO STUDY GROUP AND CONSIDERATION AGAIN THIS YEAR 
ON PRIORITY BASIS. CHANGES IN RULES (CONTAINED REFAIRGRAM) 

WILL HOPEFULLY STREAMLINE FUTURE CONFERENCE PROCEDURES, 
SAVING TIME AND MONEY FOR AGENCY AND MEMBERSHIP. 

3. MISSION SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME THIS SUMMER SECURING 
WIDE CO-SPONSORSHIP AND SUPPORT TO RESOLUTION IT HAD 
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OF RESOLUTION (TEXT TO BE TRANSMITTED BY AIRGRAM) GAVE BRIEF RESUME 
OF STEPS TAKEN SINCE SEPT. 1973 TO DRAFT CHANGES TO RULES AND 
EXPRESSED THANKS TO THOSE INVOLVED IN CONSULTATION AND DRAFTING 
PROCESS. PURPOSE OF THE RESOLUTION AND OF BROAD SPONSORSHIP 
WAS TO HEAD OFF ENDLESS WRANGLING SUCH AS OCCURRED LAST YEAR 
ON PART OF SOME SMALLER DELEGATIONS TO GC. AFTER ITS APPEARANCE 
AS GC DOCUMENT SPONSORED BY TEN COUNTRIES, GDR AND CANADA 
ASKED THAT THEIR GOVERNMENTS BE ADDED AS CO-SPONSORS. 

4. FOLLOWING INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT BY ONE OF THREE PRINCIPAL 
DRAFTERS OF THE CHANGES, REPRESENTATIVES OF 15 COUNTRIES 
DELIVERED BRIEF STATEMENTS SUPPORTING THE RESOLUTION WITH ITS 
RULES CHANGES, INCLUDING GHANA AND ZAIRE, BOTH OF WHOM HAD 
BEEN ACTIVE OBSTRUCTIONISTS IN LAST YEAR'S SESSION. ACTION OF 
COMMITTEE WAS, IN EFFECT, TO LEGISLATE ITSELF AND THE PROGRAM, 
TECHNICAL AND BUDGET COMMITTEE OUT OF EXISTENCE. R.I.P. TAPE 
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